The action of the Board of the Nurses' Hostel, Limited, in reference to Miss Hume, of which details are given on another page, is very unusual, and it seems to us high-handed and unjust. Miss Hume, who is well known in the nursing world and has an excellent record, was only appointed lady superintendent of the Nurses' Hostel three weeks ago.
She has now been requested to leave at once, and to accept a cheque for a quarter's salary in lieu of notice. The reason given by the Board is that she had failed in tact, and by Miss C. J. Wood, who Wood to make the same request. She received one of them as a representative, and informed her " that the time was not ripe for a reason, but that in a most awkward position, she was trying her best to do fairly and justly." So far as the nurses are concerned, the action taken appears to be very much resented. It is claimed for Miss Hume that during the brief time she has been lady superintendent she has done everything she could to make the nurses comfortable, and, in particular, has effected a great improvement in the working of the telephone. There have, it is stated, been complaints for a long time that the nurses, though obliged to pay threepence for each message sent to them on the telephone, have not been allowed to reply to doctors by the same method ; and after Miss Hume's appointment a petition, which was drawn up previously, was presented to her, signed by nearly 50 nurses, asking that they might be allowed to use the telephone themselves; that messages sent while they were out might be entered in the book; and that the rules of the Hostel might be printed in order that nurses might know what they were. This petition had already borne satisfactory fruit, and the nurses who signed it were looking forward to further alterations for the better in the general management, which, in several other respects, they assert, has for some time been defective. In a word, the nurses contend that they have been treated as school-girls or probationers, instead of being treated as responsible professional women earning their own living and paying their own way in the Hostel. They think that they are entitled to a full explanation of The matron of Grantham Hospital had just retired to rest for the night when the front door bell pealed. Hastily slipping on dressing-gown and slippers she ran down to see who had been admitted, and found two young men very dazed but apparently not much hurt, who explained that there had been an accident to the Scotch express just outside the station, and that the injured were being conveyed to the hospital. It subsequently transpired that a message to that effect had been sent by one of the doctors, but had failed to arrive.
Quickly dressing, assisted by the day sister and a nurse who were called, she got everything in readiness to receive the first of the seriously injured. In the meantime the night sister and her probationer had got the two men to bed. The only way to make sufficient room was to rouse two convalescent men and to remove two youths to small beds in the children's ward. The male ward contains ten beds, seven of which were occupied at the time of the accident. All the doctors were at the scene of the disaster, the surgeon for the week coming with the first patient, who was quickly followed by two others. Altogether seven men, two women, and one child were admitted. There were only two empty beds in the female ward, but a third was quickly made available by sending a convalescent girl into the children's ward?which had to be somewhat overcrowded, for several cots contained two children?the two convalescent men being accommodated on couches. A sister of one of the doctors who is a nurse came with her brother and remained all night, being of the greatest assistance to the nursing staff. She has also attended each day through the week and helped. As the patients were admitted they were each quickly put to bed, surrounded by hot bottles, and covered up with plenty of blankets. All the beds are provided with full-length mackintoshes under the bottom sheets, so that none of the mattresses were soiled, in spite of the profuse haemorrhage from some of the wounds. 
